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SUBJECT:  "Seady  For  A  Change"  -  information  from  the  Women's  Land.  Army, 
*y      U.  S.  Department  of  Agriculture. 
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(I       "I'm  tired  of  doing  the  same  old  thing"  is  a  complaint  often  heard  from  town 


and  city  women. 

A  Massachusetts  college  girl  named  Anne  has  a  good  prescription  for  this 
trouble . . . enroll  in  the  Women 1 s  Land  Army  and  have  a  go  at  farm  work .     It's  im- 


everything  from  cultivating  corn  to  making  curtains ...  and  the  variety  was  what  she 
liked  "best  about  her  adventure. 

"When  they  needed  someone  to  run  the  cultivator,"  says  Anne,  "I  did  that. 
I  drove  the  horse  rake  at  times.     I  looked  after  the  hens,  and  on  afternoons  when 
the  men  were  all  busy,  I  got  the  cows  from  the  pasture. 

"I  got  down  on  my  hands  and  knees  in  the  vegetable  garden  and  yanked  up  witch 
grass  and  pigweed.     I  was  a  milkman's  helper... my  farmer  had  a  large  retail  milk 
route,  and  the  first  time  I  worked  was  on  a  Sunday  afternoon  when  people  were  out 
on  their  front  porches.    Most  of  them  had  a  broad  grin  and  something  to  say  about 
the   'new  kind  of  milkman. '     My  grin  was  just  as  broad  as  I  quipped  back  about  the 
manpower  shortage. 

"I  was  the  chief  painter  on  my  farm,  and  only  had  one  mishap.     I  sat  down  to 

rest  on  a  bench  I  had  just  painted." 

Anne's  first  trip  to  church  with  her  farm  family  brought  an  invitation  from 
the  minister  to  join  the  choir.    When  the  organist  left  a  little  later,  she  was 
aaked  to  take  that  job.     The  first  Sunday  she  and  the  minister  got  their  signals 
crossed,  and  she  burst  into  music  as  he  was  starting  a  prayer.    The  congregation 
was  wonderful  and  acted  as  if  nothing  had  happened.    Anne  played  the  organ  for 
church  services  the  rest  of  the  summer. 

The  War  Food  Administration  3ays  three-quarters  of  a  million  women  are  needed 
to  help  out  on  farms  this  year.    No  matter  how  the  war  goes,  this  picture  won't 
change.    So  see  your  county  agricultural  agent  or  stop  at  the  farm  labor  office  and 
enroll  for  farm  work.    When  the  call  comes  in  your  community,  answer  it. 
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i  '11  have  plenty  of  new  experiences.    Anne  did 
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